Time Line for Connecticut Broadcasting 

(compiled for CBA by Michael Collins)

June 17, 2010. Michael F. Collins, long time Member of the Board of the Connecticut Broadcasters Association, died at his home in Orange, Connecticut at the age of 63.

A lifelong advocate for life, he left us abruptly. Born in Connecticut, resident most of his life, his dedication to the State’s Broadcasters earned him the unofficial title of Association Historian. He helped author the Association’s chronology and timeline(s) for both the 40th and 50th Anniversary commemorations. 

By skill and training Michael Collins was a writer. For the Associated Press, newspapers, magazines, the internet, he wrote, all for career; for love, he wrote of the little particulars of the Radio and TV Stations, large and small. Besides the archives of the CBA, his work resides in many places to be read and reviewed by scholars, journalists, and broadcasters.



1921 Earliest stations in Connecticut begin: WCJ New Haven, owned by A.C.
Gilbert toy company, the third radio license in the U.S.; also WDAK Hartford,
Hartford Courant, and WAAQ Greenwich, New England Motors (none of these
survive more than a few years)

1922 WPAJ New Haven begins, founded by Franklin Doolittle, later becoming
WDRC, Connecticut's oldest radio station

1923 WCAC Storrs, Connecticut Agricultural College station begins as
Connecticut's first educational station

1925 WTIC Hartford begins, owned by Travelers Insurance Company

1926 WTIC becomes 4th affiliate nationally of NBC

1926 WICC Bridgeport begins, oldest station in Fairfield County

1930 WDRC moves from New Haven to Hartford and becomes CBS affiliate

1930 WICC Bridgeport becomes CBS affiliate

1931 WTIC synchronizes broadcasts on 660 kHz with NBC's WEAF New York City
certain evenings each week, which continues until 1934

1934 WATR Waterbury begins as Waterbury's first station, and which today is
oldest continuously owned station in the state, never having been sold, owned
by the descendents of founder Harold Thomas

1935 WELI New Haven begins, with New Haven now having its own station again

1936 WNLC New London begins, first station east of the Connecticut River

1936 WCAC Storrs, sharing time with WICC on 600 kHz, shuts down, leaving
Connecticut with no educational radio station for 20 years until WHUS 90.5
Storrs - owned by the same school - now the University of Connecticut - opens
on the FM band in 1956. Later WHUS moves to 91.7, and 90.5 becomes available
for Connecticut Public Radio

1939 W1XPW begins broadcasting from West Peak, Meriden, as state's first FM
station, becoming WDRC-FM in 1943 and WHCN in 1956

1940 W1XSO Hartford begins as state's second and its only other pre-World War
II FM station, becoming WTIC-FM in 1943

1941 Every AM station in Connecticut except WICC 600 changes frequency in
March as new international radio agreement with Canada, Cuba, the Bahamas and
Mexico takes effect

1941 WTIC 1080 Hartford becomes fully protected Class I-B clear channel
station under new treaty, covering much of the northeast, midwest, upper south
as well as eastern Canada with a clear signal during hours of darkness. WTIC
is one of only two clear channel AM stations in New England and one of only 59
in the United States with wide area nighttime coverage. The other in New
England is WBZ 1030 Boston

1941 Standards for children's programming for CBS radio network and affiliates, including WDRC 1360 Hartford and WBRY 1590 Waterbury:


From the 1941 issue of Broadcasting Yearbook, page 312:  


CHILDREN'S PROGRAM POLICIES OF CBS 
"CBS has no thought of setting itself up as an arbiter of what is proper for 
the children to hear; but it does have an editorial responsibility to the 
community, in the interpretation of public wish and sentiment, which cannot be 
waived. In accordance with this responsibility CBS lists some specific themes and 
dramatic treatments which are not to be permitted in broadcasts for the children: 
- Respect for parents and proper legitimate authority 
- The exalting as modern heroes of gangsters, criminals and racketeers will 
not be allowed 
- Cruelty, greed and selfishness must not be presented as worthy motivations 
- Programs that arouse harmful nervous reactions in the child must not be 
presented 
- Conceit, smugness, or an unwarranted sense of superiority over others less 
fortunate may not be presented as laudable 
- Recklessness and abandon must not be falsely identified with a healthy 
spirit of adventure 
- Unfair exploitation of others for personal gain must not be made 
praiseworthy 
- Dishonesty and deceit are not to be made appealing or attractive to the 
child." 

1941 WSRR 1400 begins as Stamford's first station, later becoming WSTC

1946-1949 Smaller cities in Connecticut get own stations, Greenwich, Norwalk,
Danbury, Torrington, Bristol, New Britain, Meriden, Middletown and 
Norwich

1947 Don Russell signs on Fairfield County's first FM station, WSTC-FM 96.7
Stamford (in 1950s Russell will be announcer for Jackie Gleason Show and
anchor Dumont Television Network's Army-McCarthy hearings)

1947 WBIB 100.7 New Haven signs on, becoming Connecticut's first FM
"stand-alone" station with no AM sister; WBIB will shut down in 195 WBIB was owned by Sol Chain, publisher of New Haven Info magazine 4. 

1947 Weekly Bridgeport Herald announces plans for WITE-FM 97.5 Bridgeport,
which will provide faxes of updated newspaper pages to special receivers in
homes, hotels and other public locations; system is put into operation at
Philadelphia Inquirer and Miami Herald but does not actually begin in
Bridgeport

1947 WNLC-FM 99.5 New London with 20,000 watts signs on, first FM east of the
Connecticut River

1947 WLCR 990 Torrington signs on as Litchfield County's first radio station,
operating until 1964. The 990 channel is then assigned to Southington where
the Rice family launches WNTY (now WXCT) in 1969

1947 Allocation of TV Channels For Connecticut:


channel 1 Bridgeport (applied for by WICC-AM 600)
channel 3 Springfield, Massachusetts
channel 6 New Haven WNHC-TV
channels 8 and 10 Hartford (applicants include WTIC and WDRC AM-FM Hartford)
channel 12 Waterbury (applicants include WELI 960/107.9 New Haven and WBRY
1590 Waterbury) (in 1948 channel 1 is taken away from TV and reassigned to military services, and a freeze is placed on all TV station applications because of interference
between existing  stations in the air)

1948 WNHC-TV channel 6 New Haven, New Haven's Window On The World, begins as
Connecticut's first TV station and New England's second station; daily
newspapers in New Haven and Hartford carry no accounts of it

1948 William Shirer, CBS correspondent who covered surrender of France to the
Nazis live on CBS in 1940, living in Torrington, assembling his book
"Rise And Fall Of The Third Reich" and is interviewed several times by Peg
Graham on WTOR 1490 Torrington (now WSNG 610) 

1948 WGCH 95.9 Greenwich begins as first FM stand-alone station in Fairfield
County, and will broadcast until shutting down in 1952
   
1948 Rural Radio Network, first fulltime FM format for farmers and
agricultural interests, begins on WKNB-FM 103.7 New Britain and WLAD-FM 98.3
Danbury

1948 Connecticut has 13 FM stations on the air, including 5 which will
survive: WSTC-FM 96.7Stamford, WNHC-FM 99.1 New Haven, WMMW-FM 95.7 Meriden, WDRC-FM 93.7 Hartford and WTIC-FM 96.5 Hartford. Eight will not survive:
WAVZ-FM 95.1, WBIB 100.7, and WELI-FM 107.9 all in New Haven, WNLC-FM 99.5 New London, WKNB-FM 103.7 New Britain and WTHT-FM 106.1 of the Hartford Times

1948 WFIR Danbury, owned by Fairfield Broadcasting Co., holds CP for strong AM and FM station, 550 on the AM dial with 1,000 day and 500 watts, directional at night, and 94.5 FM with 20,000 watts. WFIR AM-FM was never built and no one ever took its excellent frequencies. The AM channel 550 would later be taken by a new station in the 1950s in Providence-Pawtucket RI

1948 FM table of assignments (in effect until 1958 - table only includes
Class B channels, with 20,000 watts at 500 feet antennas,; class A FM stations,
then 1,000 watts with 250 foot antennas, are not assigned, but shoe-horned in,
usually in suburban areas. All 3 Class A FMs in Connecticut are in Fairfield
County: WGCH 95.9 Greenwich, WSTC-FM 96.7 Stamford and WLAD-FM 98.3
Danbury)1948 table was allowed to expire in 1958:

Bridgeport 97.5, 99.9, 101.5
Danbury 94.5
Hartford 93.7, 96.5, 102.9, 106.1, 106.9
Meriden 95.7
New Haven 95.1, 99.1, 100.7, 107.9
New London 99.5, 101.1, 106.5
Waterbury 92.5, 102.5, 105.3

December 31, 1948, all FM stations in old FM band 42-50 mHz must vacate and
move to new 88-108 mHz band; WMNE 100.5 Mount Washington, New Hampshire owned by Yankee Network, shuts down permanently and does not move to 100.5 (Mount
Washington would be without FM for a decade, until 1958, when WMTW-FM 94.9,
sister to WMTW-TV channel 8, begins. Today the FM station is WHOM 94.9)

Both low-band pre-World War II Connecticut FM stations, both from Hartford, operated by WDRC and WTIC, move from low band to high band, WDRC-FM to 93.7 and WTIC-FM to 96.5.


1949 Ed Coleman becomes first black disc jockey in Bridgeport, on WLIZ 1300,
and possibly the first in Connecticut, playing "subdued" bop

1949 WAVZ 1260 AM and 95.1 FM New Haven feature "Newspaper Of The Air"
segments, very early forerunner of all-news concept

1949 First UHF television broadcasts in the world are conducted in Stratford,
to test the viability of UHF for television broadcasting, station KC2XAK
operated by RCA, and simulcasting NBC's channel 4 in New York city.
Transmitter on Success Hill in northwest Stratford

1950s Putnam, Willimantic, Groton, Old Saybrook, Manchester and Ansonia all
get their own radio stations

1950 WHAY 910 New Britain signs on, and is then acquired by DeDominicis family
and has an all-Italian format most of the day during the 1950s and 1960s (now
WLAT)

1952 Bob Crane is host at WBIS 1440 Bristol (now WPRX 1120), then joins WICC
600 Bridgeport as long-time morning host; will later star in CBS-TV's "Hogan's
Heroes"

1952 First UHF transmitter in Stratford is sold to Portland, Oregon's KPTV
channel 27 and is trucked to Oregon in pre-interstate highway America. The
truck is lost track of several times but successfully completes the trip. This
enables KPTV to become the first commercial UHF station in the world, signing
on in September 1952, thus giving it a 4 month jump on other early UHF
stations in the United States which sign on starting in December 1952, when
manufactured transmitters first become available.

1952 FCC releases table of assignments for TV which include for the first
time channels reserved for education, and UHBF channels, 14 through 83:

Connecticut receives 2 VHF commercial stations, channel 3 Hartford and
WNHC-TV channel 8 New Haven. UHF commercial channels are assigned to Stamford,
Bridgeport, New Haven, Waterbury, Meriden, New Britain, Hartford, Norwich and
New London, and non-commercial educational UHF channels in Bridgeport,
Hartford and Norwich

1953 WKNB-TV channel 30 New Britain begins as Connecticut's 2nd TV station,
first station in Hartford County, and ends WNHC-TV's nearly 5 year monopoly
status as Connecticut's only TV station. Channel 30 is a CBS affiliate.

1953 WICC-TV channel 43 Bridgeport begins as Fairfield County's first TV
station and Connecticut's 3rd station. It is an ABC and Dumont affiliate

1953 WATR-TV channel 53 Waterbury begins as Waterbury's first TV station and
state's 4th station. It is an ABC affiliate

1953 WDRC 1360 and WDRC-FM 93.7 broadcasting stereo of certain programs, with
AM and FM signals used as left and right channels

1953 WPCT 1350 Putnam goes on the air as northeast Connecticut's first radio
station (now WINY) 

1954 WGTH-TV channel 18 Hartford begins as state's 5th TV station, and is an
ABC and Dumont affiliate. Channel 30 runs ad in Hartford Courant with a
friendly welcome to channel 18

1954 WNHC-TV switches from channel 6 to channel 8, broadcasting on both
channels for several days

1954 WICC-TV channel 43 has regular variety program "This "N That" hosted by
Dick Alexander, a very early regularly scheduled television program with a
black host

1954  Low point of FM. Only 5 of Connecticut's original 13 FM stations are on
the air, and survive; it is this year that the inventor of FM, Major Edwin
Armstrong took his own life, upset that because of corporate connivance and legal warefare against him, FM was unfairly forced into (at least temporary) financial failure. The Armstrong estate would win his legal cases in 1962, and FM would succeed beyond anyone's wildest dreams in the 1970s and 1980s 


1955 Connecticut Broadcasters Association (CBA) founded - A group of broadcasters gathered at the studios of WNHC-AM/FM/TV in New Haven.  Following a movement by broadcasters in Ohio, it was quickly agreed that there was a need for a statewide trade organization to represent and advance the common interests of Connecticut’s broadcasters.  WNHC-TV GM Howard Maschmeier hosted the meeting.  Among those in attendance were John Ellinger, then with WNAB Bridgeport (currently GM of WJMJ Bloomfield);  Jim Stoltz, owner of WNLK Norwalk; Julian Schwartz, GM of WSTC Stamford; Max Ryder, WBRY Waterbury;  and Paul Morency, President and GM of WTIC Hartford.  Ryder was elected the first president of CBA.


1956 CBA Incorporated

1956 WELI 960 New Haven introduces Saturday Night Juke Box, with Carl Loucks,
a very early rock and roll program in Connecticut

1956 When CBS and NBC decide to own UHF stations, they purchase channels 18
and 30 in Connecticut, operating them for several years. CBS's channel 18
becomes WHCT and channel 30 becomes WNBC, simultaneously standing for NBC and
New Britain, Connecticut (NBC's New York city stations have the call letters
WRCA AM-FM-TV during this time)

1956 WHUS 90.5 Storrs  begins at the University of Connecticut, state's first
FM station (today there are over 30 educational FM stations in Connecticut)

1956 WPOP 1410 Hartford broadcasts Hound Dog evenings, very early rock and
roll program in Hartford

1956 The original WDRC-FM is sold to the Concert Network and becomes WHCN (the
current WDRC-FM 102.9 begins in 1959)

1956 NBC takes over channel 30 Hartford. At the time, NBC has a policy that any males hired for jobs at NBC be married to a woman. It was felt this requirement would bring more responsible employees 

1956 NBC also acquires WKNB-AM 840, a 1,000 watt daytimer, but retains its radio affiliation with Travelers' 50,000 watt clear channel station WTIC 1080. WKNB is promoted as "A Service Of RCA". WKNB-FM 103.7 is long gone by this time, having gone dark and surrendered its license at the start of the decade

Starting In 1957: FM channels abandoned by stations having gone off air are
reoccupied by new tenants in new cities:
95.1 WAVZ 95.1, off 1950, replaced by WGHF (now WRKI) Brookfield, on-air in
1957
95.9 WGCH 95.9 Greenwich, off 1952, replaced by WDRN (now WFOX) Norwalk, on
air in 1965
99.5 WNLC-FM New London, never reassigned because of short spacing to WBAI
99.5 NYC and WLLH-FM 99.5 Lowell MA
100.7 WBIB New Haven, off 1954, replaced by WLNA-FM (now WHUD) 100.7
Peekskill, Westchester county, NY, on air 1958
103.7 WKNB-FM 103.7 New Britain off in 1950, replaced by WERI-FM (now
WEEI-FM)
103.7 Westerly RI, on air 1968
106.1 WTHT-FM Hartford, off 19050, replaced by WPAC-FM (now WBL:I) Patchogue,
Long Island, on air in 1957
107.9 WELI-FM New Haven, off 1953, replaced by WMMM-FM (now WEBE) Westport,
on air in 1962


1957 WTIC-TV channel 3 Hartford begins, after proposals to make channel 3
educational in Hartford or move it to New London or Westerly, R.I. are
rejected



1957 WGHF 95.1 Brookfield begins as Fairfield County's first high power 20,000
watt FM station and begins testing the modern-day system of FM stereo
broadcasting, using a single station and a single stereo receiver; this system
- multiplex stereo -  is approved for use by FM stations starting in 1961 as
one way to give a boost to FM radio.

1958: Legendary disc jockey Dan Ingram who was top rated dj at WABC 770 NYC for 22 years, is dj at WICC 600 Bridgeport and WNHC AM 1340 and FM 99.1 New Haven.

November 1958: After 14 months as an independent with top ratings, WTIC-TV channel 3 Hartford becomes a CBS affiliate. CBS sells its WHCT channel 18, which becomes an independent
1959 WICC 600 goes rock in its music format, surprising staid Fairfield
County, and also becomes a top news and information station. WICC employs a
man to sit at the Greenwich train station and watch the trains come in, for
accurate train reports, and introduces a weekend weather boat on Long Island
Sound, one of the first two in the nation, the other being in Seattle (WMMM
1260, Westport, WELI 960 New Haven and WNLC 1510 New London later have boats
on Long Island Sound. WICC subsequently introduces airplane reporter - Morgan
Kaolian - for weekend reports and for traffic during the week)  

1959 Yale University's WYBC-FM 94.3 New Haven signs on and becomes the first
college station to operate commercially in Connecticut

1959   Buckley family acquires WDRC 1360 and 102.9 Hartford, early stations
along with Providence's WHIM; Buckley group evolves into major group of AM and
FM stations nationwide today, including clear channel 50,000 watt WOR in New
York city

1959 Sid Bernstein puts WMMM-AM 1260 Westport on the air, a 1,000 watt directional daytimer, giving Westport its first station. Call letters stand for Minute Man Monument in the town. Donald Flamm acquires WMMM in the early 1960s


1959 The Rice family buys WILI 1400 Willimantic and establishes a group of
radio stations in Connecticut noted for their strong community service. These
include WILI 1400 and WILI-FM 98.3 Willimantic, WINY 1350 Putnam, WNTY 990
Southington (now WXCT) and WLIS 1420 Old Saybrook. Pat Sheehan is among those
who started at WILI, and who goes on to be an icon in Connecticut TV News, and
WMRD 1150 owner Don DeCesare also was at WILI. Wayne Norman, known statewide
for his UConn basketball broadcasts, with WILI over 35 years.


1959 WFNQ 93.7 Hartford begins with all storecast music format, music for
supermarkets, operated weekdays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. This format was on several other stations in the 1950s, but WFNQ has it
fulltime from 1959 to 1962. This service is called the "simplex" system of
using the main FM channel for supermarket music, and is replaced by multiplex
when these services are carried on FM sub carrier channels, requiring special
receivers;

1959 A 1-hour television documentary called the New New Haven, produced by New Haven's WNHC-TV channel 8, is telecast nationwide on the ABC television network. It focuses on New Haven Mayor Richard C. Lee and his downtown rehabilitation program, a model later used by Mayor John Lindsay in New York City in the 1960s. 


1960 WDEE-AM 1220 Hamden CT, pays CBS $5,000 to allow it to operate WDEE-FM
101.3 Hamden CT, a Class B station, short-spaced to WCBS-FM 101.1 New York.
Stations will be only about 60 miles apart, compared to 105 miles required in
updated rules of 1963.


1960 WDRC 1360 and 20.9 Hartford split with CBS and go top 40

1960 WICC-TV channel 43 Bridgeport makes an offer 35 times a week: the first
person to call WICC-TV wins $100, and not a single viewer calls. Virtually no viewers have TV sets equipped with UHF, in the area. This is reported in Newsweek in an article entitled "Eyeballs Wanted"  and in other media. WICC-TV is trying to make a case to gain permission to move to the VHFband. WICC-TV is in an area covered by 9 VHF stations, and viewers must pay an additional $100 to have UHF on their sets. Also, WICC-TV is an ABC affiliate and there are 2 ABC affiliates on the VHF band, channel 7 in New York and
channel 8 in New Haven. WICC-TV has full listings in the New York edition of
TV Guide, the only station to have this, but it does not help. WICC-TV does
not get a VHF channel, but starting in 1964 all TV sets sold in the U.S. must be equipped with UHF.  

1960 WDRC 1360 ends CBS affiliation and goes rock fulltime, shocking the staid
in Hartford County. WDRC-FM 102.9 simulcasts this rock format, with WDRC
becoming one of the first fulltime rock stations in the northeast

1960 WJZZ 99.9 Bridgeport (now WEZN) signs on as an all - jazz station, with
jazz composer Dave Brubeck of Wilton as program director

1960s WINF 1230 Manchester is CBS for Hartford, with Connecticut's first all
talk format, which continues during most of the decade (station is now WKND)

1961 WATR-FM 92.5 Waterbury begins as Waterbury's first FM station; in a short
time it will broadcast live coverage of a major fatal tornado to strike
Waterbury.

New 1962 WMMM-FM Westport comes on the air as a Class B FM station on 107.9 which is audible in York City. One reason the station is put on the air - it simulcasts WMMM-AM - so the owner, Donald Flamm, can hear WMMM at his Manhattan office 


1962 Hartford's channel 3 almost becomes channel 76 because UHF stations cannot compete effectively with VHF, the number of channels in many markets were severely limited. For example, all the UHF stations in Reading, PA and Allentown-Bethlehem and Easton PA markets have gone dark, leaving no local stations,.

As a remedy the FCC Chairman Newton Minow asks Congress to pass law requiring all
TV sets sold in U.S. to be equipped with UHF. UHF tuners often cost $100
additional, in 1960 dollars, including installation of UHF antenna. When Congress drags its feet, FCC enacts de-intermixture program, assigning either all UHF or VHF stations to markets across the nation.


In Connecticut, Hartford's WTIC-TV channel 3 is to be reassigned to channel
76. This is to protect UHF stations in Hartford, New Britain, Waterbury and
Springfield. Channel 3 begins vigorous lobbying campaign and over-the-air
campaign inviting viewers to help save channel 3, warning they will lose all
reception if the station is forced to move.


Showing the FCC has teeth, it moves KERO channel 10 Bakersfield CA (NBC) to
channel 23 and KFRE-TV channel 12 Fresno CA (CBS) to channel 30.
Pre "freeze" VHF stations are exempted from being moved, since those stations
invested heavily in TV in the 1940s when it was still very risky.
Thus WNHC-TV channel 8 New Haven is unaffected by de-intermixture proposals.
In Peoria and in Springfield, Illinois, channels 2 and 8 respectively are moved
out of the markets before the channels are ever activated.


Congress finally passes the all channel law requiring  all TV sets sold in the U.S. must be equipped with UHF and it takes effect in 1964.


Many UHF stations which went dark, announce plans to resume telecasting. These
include Bridgeport ABC affiliate WICC-TV channel 43. In addition to the
all-channel law, the rise of cable TV greatly enhances UHF, both in viewership
and revenues.

A similar all channel FM law to require all radio receivers to have FM as
well as AM never passes in Congress, but FM prevails anyway, and becomes dominant.

1962 Walt Devanas of Travelers Weather Service on WTIC-TV channel 3 Hartford, joins WICC 600/WJZZ 99.9 Bridgeport as station meteorologist, very early for standalone radio station to have own fulltime meteorologist in non-megamarket such as the New York or Boston markets.

1962 WHCT channel 18 launches pay TV, with viewers choosing codes for movie
and sporting telecasts on specially installed box atop the TV set. This is the
first pay TV station in the world and the general manager is Charles Osgood.

1962 WEDH channel 24 Hartford begins as the state's first educational TV
station.

1962 WRYM 840 New Britain, "Rhyme", becomes first all-beautiful music station
in the state.

1962 WBMI 95.7 (now WKSS) and WGHF 95.1 (now WRKI) become first stations to
broadcast in multiplex FM stereo, the first modern day system of stereo
utilizing one station and one stereo receiver.

1962 WSCH 93.7 Hartford (now WZMX) is operated by the Hartford South
Congregational Church as public/educational FM station with live broadcasts of
the Hartford Symphony, and affiliated with the Eastern Educational Network
(which also includes Riverside Church's WRVR 106.7 NYC and Boston's WGBH
89.7). This network is the forerunner of National Public Radio. The format on
WSCH lasts 2 years.



1962 WMMM-FM 107.9 Westport (now WEBE) begins; with the licensing of WMMM-FM,
all the available commercial FM channels in Fairfield, New Haven and Hartford
counties are taken up, signaling a revival and dramatic turnaround for FM
broadcasting.

In the early 1960s the New York Football Giants are riding high, and home
games are blacked out on WCBS-TV channel 2 New York. So motels along I-95 in
Connecticut can be seen  with signs advertising "Giants fans - we receive
channel 3. Come enjoy the game in a room.”

Circa 1963 Super Bowl was on NBC rather than ABC or CBS, so in Connecticut,
the game was on UHF, out on channel 30. One golf club in Stratford hired a crane, put
a UHF antenna atop it, and erected it as high as it was go, to get channel
30 for that one afternoon.  At the Mill River Country Club in Stratford, a fixed
UHF antenna on a tall pole was erected, with a UHF converter installed on the
set. Both WHNB channel 30 NBC Hartford and WATR-TV channel 53, ABC, then
transmitting from West Peak, Meriden, 33 miles away, came in, “watchably”, but with somewhat snowy pictures.

1963 FCC adopts new rules for FM stations and their coverage. In the
northeastern U.S., class B, full power FM stations will cover 40 miles, with
50,000 watts and antennas 500 feet. Stations must be 150 miles apart on the
same channel and 105 miles on the first adjacent channel. Where stations are
short-spaced the existing stations are permitted to reach mutual agreement to
either operate non-directionally and accept each others' interference, or to
be directional. WJZZ (now WEZN) Bridgeport CT and WEEX-FM 99.9 Easton PA both go
directional, but later both go non-directional. When a construction permit
for a new station on short spaced FM channel lapses, the FCC deletes not only the
CP but also the channel. Thus WINF-FM 107.9 Manchester CT, transmitter in
Bolton, never goes on air when its CP expires in 1964. And because of 107.9
in Westport CT and Medford/Boston MA, 107.9 is deleted at Manchester CT.

With the new rules, the lowest-coverage commercial FM station is the Class A,
with 3,000 watts at 300 feet above average terrain, with coverage of 15
miles in all directions. This is vastly better than almost all AM stations
at night.


1963 WINE-AM Brookfield signs on to become AM sister to WGHF-FM 95.1 Brookfield, in what is still the height of the era of AM dominance in radio 


1963 WPKN 88.1 Bridgeport begins at University of Bridgeport, as Fairfield
County's first educational FM station. WPKN, now 89.5, evolves into major
community and alternative programming station for the region, becoming a
stand alone station separate from the University of Bridgeport, after the
university is acquired by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon in the early 1990s

1964 WGCH-AM Greenwich signs on, after a struggle that dates back to the 1940s before the FCC. Issues included competition from other applicants for proposed new stations on 1490 in Danbury, in Stratford and in Madison. Also, possible interference with WHOM 1480 New York City, is an issue 


1964 WJZZ 99.9 (now WEZN) begins broadcasting Top 100, the 100 most popular
classical works based on numbers of times performed live in concert halls;
composer Leonard Bernstein of Fairfield helps compile the list

1964 WTOR moves from 1490 to 610, so it can cover a wide area of northern and western Litchfield County, and into Dutchess County NY and Berkshire County MA 

1964 Within 5 days of WTOR's switch from 1490 to 610, WBZY (formerly WLCR) 990 quits permanently. The tower in western Torrington later becomes the tower for WZBG-FM 97.3 Litchfield. The 990 channel is taken by the Rice family's new Southington station, WNTY, which signs on in 1969 

1965 WFIF 1500 Milford begins as Connecticut's first country and western music
station (in 1980s WFIF becomes first all religious station in southern
Connecticut) 

1965 Merv Griffin acquires WWCO 1240 Waterbury, the first station in a major
national group he will build and expand

1965 Jim "Popps" Stolcz, owner of WNLK-AM 1350 Norwalk, signs on WDRN-FM 95.9, which will be the final commercial FM station to sign on in Fairfield County. The channel is assigned after the FCC chose it for Fairfield County over a proposed 95.9 station in Port Jefferson, Long Island. WDRN will later become WNLK-FM, WLYQ, WGMX, WEFX and WFOX 

1967 Educational/public television comes to New London County with the opening
of WEDN channel 53 Norwich, and to Fairfield County with the opening of WEDW
channel 49 Bridgeport

1967 Merv Griffin puts WWCO-FM 104.1 (now WMRQ) on the air as the state's
first FM station with a fulltime format of country and western music

1967 The New England-wide Yankee Network closes down after 39 years; it
offered many entertainment shows and in the 1960s was offering 10-minute
newscasts every other hour, with several affiliates in Connecticut including
WCCC 1290 and WCCC-FM 106.9 Hartford and WNLC 1510 New London

1967 The Rolling Stones hit song "Let's Spend The Night" together is banned by most top 40 radio stations, including those in Connecticut, because the words in the title are considered too sexually explicit by critics. WPOP 1410 Hartford plays it in an ingenious move, excerpting the words "Let's spend the night together," and reinserting them backwards, so the words are totally muffled, but the segment keeps the beat. WDEE 1220 Hamden is one of the few stations in Connecticut to play the song uncensored. Ed Sullivan banned the song until the Rolling Stones agreed to change the words to "Let's Spend Some Time Together. The Rolling Stones were banned from performing the song in China in April 2006 because the lyrics were deemed too sexually explicit. In the 1960s many songs and their lyrics became controversial because of possible sexual overtones or lyrics about drug (see 1971 about WYBC 94.3 case).  In 1966 some stations in Connecticut avoid the hit song "Double Shot Of My Baby's Love" by the Swingin' Medallions, but WAVZ 1300 New Haven played it regularly. 



1968 WDRC 1360 and 102.9 introduces "Scene Of The Unheard", progressive album
rock on nightly program hosted by Ken Griffin, first such show on commercial
radio in Connecticut

1968 WDEE-FM 101.3 Hamden (now WKCI) is sold for $50,000 showing FM still has
not made it financially; 18 years later this same station will be sold for $30
million

1968 WICH-FM 97.7 Norwich (now WCTY) begins as first modern-day FM station in
New London County and eastern Connecticut

1969 WHCN 105.9 goes progressive rock fulltime, first fulltime album rock
station in the state

1969 WLVH-FM 93.7 Hartford (now WZMX) becomes first minority owned station in
Connecticut, with Hispanic ownership and fulltime Spanish format that will be
broadcast for 20 years

1969 WKND 1480 Windsor adopts black/urban format, first in the state, later
becoming first black owned station in Connecticut (WKND call letters and
format are now on 1230 Manchester, and 1480 is occupied by WNEZ with all
gospel format

1969 WIHS-FM 104.9 Middletown begins, and becomes first all religion station
in Connecticut

1971 WPLR 99.1 New Haven (formerly WNHC-FM) becomes first progressive rock FM
station in southern Connecticut.

1971 After playing songs that have suggestive lyrics about drugs, the FCC intervenes with WYBC 94.3 New Haven and issues a general statement to radio stations warning them about playing such songs. This case gains national attention in the broadcasting industry

1971 Hartford gets an FM station at a public high school, WQTQ 89.9, at Weaver High School 

1972 First Cable Television subscriber in Connecticut is hooked up, in
Danbury

1973 CRN, the Connecticut Radio Network, begins

1973 Channel 3 Hartford WTIC-TV dedicates its weekly half hour public affairs show "What's Happening" to a gay wedding ceremony at Hartford's gay Metropolitan Community Church. Made possible by channel 3's Dick Ahles, this is very early for a positive presentation about gays on TV. In 1967, CBS presented a 1-hour documentary with Mike Wallace called "The Homosexuals" in which he closes by saying "The Homosexual: called a sinner by the church, a criminal by the law, sick by the medical community, incapable of a loving relationship with a woman - or a man for that matter." In 1980 CBS presents another negative documentary "Gay Power, Gay Politics" which is cited as unfair by a national board. 

1973 Two public high schools get own FM stations in Fairfield County: WMNR 88.1 at Masuk High School in Monroe and WWPT 90.3 Westport. Alums of WWPT include Gordon Joseloff and Larry Pintak, who later become CBS international correspondents. Gordon Joseloff later becomes Westport First Selectman starting in 2002

1974 WNHC 1340 New Haven begins morning all-news program, first in
Connecticut

1974 When Post Newsweek assumes control of channel 3 from the Travelers Insurance Company, it does extensive research, and finds the Travelers Weather Service is the single most credible thing about the station

1974 WTIC-TV channel 3 Hartford is sold to the Washington Post for $34 million

and becomes WFSB-TV (named for Frederick S. Beebe, the Washington Post
attorney who negotiated the sale with former owner Travelers Insurance)

1975 WPOP 1410 Hartford goes all news, the first all news station in
Connecticut

Circa 1975 WKOB Bristol operates as a pirate radio station on 1200, with a highly professional sound. It can be heard in downtown Hartford. It is closed down by FCC after a front-page feature story about it appears in the Bristol Press

1976 WJMJ 88.9 Hartford, is put on the air by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Hartford, one of the only diocese-owned stations in the nation

1977-78 Bill Corsair Show on WFSB channel 3, a major daytime variety show with guests such as Tony Randall of "The Odd Couple." 

1978 WDJZ 1530 Bridgeport begins, with Music Of Your Life format, which is
created here by Al Ham; his is the first modern-day nostalgia music station 

1978 WOMN 1220 Hamden (now WQUN) starts new format as "Woman" with format
devoted to women's features and news, and music that precludes songs with
sexist lyrics

1978 Morgan Kaolian begins daily traffic reports for WICC 600 Bridgeport, covering Fairfield and New Haven counties, reporting from an airplane based at Sikorsky Airport in Stratford (where Igor Sikorsky had invented the helicopter)

1978 Connecticut Public Radio goes on the air after a channel (90.5 FM) is
acquired by CPTV's head Paul K. Taff. The station's call letters (WPBH) are
subsequently changed to WPKT to honor Paul. Satellite stations WNPR 89.1
Norwich and WEDW-FM 88.5 Stamford are added later to the Connecticut Public
Radio chain

1979 ESPN, the Entertainment, Sports and Programming Network, begins, from
facilities in Bristol

Circa 1979 WTIC-AM 1080 Hartford is considering moving its tower from Avon Mountain, a very rocky area not good for AM transmissions, to a wet, swampy area in Middletown, which would greatly strengthen WTIC's signal, but the plan is shelved because it will cost an estimated $1,000,000 

1979 Howard Stern joins WCCC 1290 and 106.9 as a local disc jockey, early in
his career; later his national show will be carried on his old alma mater WCCC

1980 Bill O'Reilly is a local anchor on WFSB channel 3, became a top national personality on the Fox News Channel 

1980 Fran Svhneidau, who got into radio news at the age of 35 in 1974 when she joined WICC 600 Bridgeport, joins WCBS 880 as Connecticut correspondent, a position she has held about 3 decades 

1980 Faith Middleton begins her popular talk show on Connecticut Public Radio,
a show which continues to this day 

1982 Satellite News Channel, all news Cable TV channel operated by ABC and
Westinghouse, opens in Stamford; in 1983 it is sold to Ted Turner who folds
it, merging it into Cable News Network

1982 WATR-TV channel 20 is sold and becomes WTXX channel 20, major independent
statewide TV station

1982 Keith Brown begins weekly Gay Spirit show on WWUH 91.3 West Hartford,
oldest all gay show in Connecticut 

1982 John McLaughlin, former Jesuit and longtime instructor at Fairfield Prep in Fairfield CT, launches his nationally syndicated The McLaughlin Group. During his Fairfield Prep days in the 1960s he hosted a weekly show on WJAR-TV channel 10 Providence


1983 WMNR 88.1 Monroe begins yearly broadcasting of Boston Symphony Orchestra
Tanglewood concerts live, on Friday and Saturday evenings and Sunday
afternoons; these broadcasts continue to this day

1983 American Comedy Network, created by Dick Ferguson, providing comedy bits
to hundreds of stations nationwide, begins in Bridgeport at WEZN 99.9

1983 WEZN and New City group of radio stations create first in-house radio
sales training division for the entire group of stations, headed by Steve
Marx, with first national conference held the following year in Southbury

1983 Docket 80-90 FM Decision Handed Down By FCC, allotting 7 new FM channels
to Connecticut, all of which are on the air, all Class A

WZBG 97.3 Litchfield
WPKX 97.9 Enfield
WKZE 98.1 Sharon
WNLC 98.7 New London
WQQQ 103.3 Salisbury
WBMW 106.5 Ledyard
WWRX 107.7 Mystic
No new FM channels are created in any major markets in CT, and none are
created within 70 miles of New York City

October 31, 1984 Travelers Weather Service closes; Bruce DePriest is one of the weathermen who continued on channel 3, and was still chief meteorologist there, 25 years later 


1984 WTIC-TV channel 61 Hartford begins, becoming charter affiliate of Fox
Network when Fox opens in 1986. President Jimmy Carter is special guest and
Eddie Albert is master of ceremonies for opening night telecast

1984 FCC releases Docket 80-90 ruling, which creates thousands of new FM
channels nationally. Connecticut gets 7 new channels that will ultimately
become WQQQ 103.3 Sharon, WKZE-FM 98.1 Sharon (sister to WKZE 1020), WZBG 97.3 Litchfield, WPKX 97.9 Enfield, WNLC-FM 98.7 East Lyme, WBMW 106.5 Ledyard and WWRX 107.7 Pawcatuck

1984 Al Primo of Greenwich, who had created the Eyewitness News format for TV, is operating Naugatuck AM station WNVR 1380 as a major local news station, doing investigative reporting with a staff that includes Steve Feica as news director. Steve Feica leaves to join Associated Press as a national writer and most recently was Connecticut broadcast editor until his retirement in June 2009. WNVR program director Joe McCoy goes to New York City to begin successful and legendary tenure as program director of all oldies WCBS-FM 101.1 

1985 WREF 850 Ridgefield signed on by Dennis Jackson, the last commercial AM station in Fairfield County 

1985 WNHC-AM 1340 New Haven, has black music format, but also features on black history and culture presented in cooperation with a New Haven museum 

1985 WMMM 1260 Westport goes all comedy for a time

1986 WTNH-TV channel 8 is sold for $170 million

1986 WTWS (now WHPX) channel 26 begins as first commercial TV station in New
London County. In the 1990s this station becomes WHPX, the Pax Network
affiliate for Connecticut

Circa 1986 Tiny Markle, talk show host on WICC 600 Bridgeport, dies after bout with cancer. Side street next to station is renamed from Court Street to Markle Court, across from McLevy Park in downtown Bridgeport. Tiny Markle previously was a top talk host and disc jockey at WAVZ 1300 New Haven and WNAB 1450 Bridgeport and also had his own band for a time.

1986 W13BF channel 13 Hartford begins as Connecticut's first Low Power TV
station originating own programming; station's efforts enable it to win
carriage on several cable TV systems in Connecticut, though cable systems are
not required to carry low power TV stations

June 1987 Sally Jesse Raphael begins a daily live TV talk show, emanating from WTNH channel 8, the first such national show to originate from Connecticut 

1987 WBCT channel 43 Bridgeport (now WSAH) is telecasting as nation's first
women-controlled TV station headed by the late Laurel Vlock of Woodbridge

1988 WMMM 1260 Westport, WXCT 1220 Hamden, WFNW 1380 Naugatuck and WLVH 1230 Manchester all have all-business formats, but format does not survive. WFNW
1380 goes on to be all Portuguese station during 1990s and to this day 

Spring 1989 The New York Times reports Oprah Winfrey gave $1 million cash as a Christmas gift to WFSB-TV channel 3 Hartford afternoon news anchor Gayle King, a close friend of Oprah's. Gayle King would go on to host a nationally syndicated talk show.

1989 WCUM 1450 Bridgeport becomes first all Spanish station in Fairfield
County 

1989 WMMW 1470 Meriden broadcasts all-motivational format for a time

1989 W28AJ channel 28 West Haven becomes first Low Power TV station in
Southern Connecticut originating own programming

1989 WLVH 93.7 (now WZMX) broadcasts all-weather format, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration public service band all weather station, for
about a year while legal details of sale of WLVH are worked out by attorneys

1989 George Grande, formerly of WNHC-AM 1340 New Haven, who later went to WTNH channel 8 and WCBS-TV channel 2 New York as sportscaster,. becomes  play-by-play announcer for the New York Yankees. Since 1993 he, with Chris Welsh, have been the announcing team for the Cincinnati Redlegs baseball team, the longest running such partnership in TV history  

1989 Stuart Soroka, meteorologist with distinguished career at WNAC-TV channel 7 Boston, KDKA-TV channel 2 Pittsburgh and WOR-AM 710 New York, passes away. Stuart, a native of Westport CT, was an activist for gay rights very early, in the late 1960s and 1970s. He operated with friends an unlicensed pirate AM station at 1160 on  the dial on the Westport CT beach in the early 1960s, which was featured in a major story on the front of the metro section of the New York Times. 

September 1990 Vintage Radio and Communications Museum of Connecticut opens New Britain; it later moves to East Hartford, and is now at 115 Pierson Lane in Windsor CT

1990 Vignettes on black history air on WNHC-AM 1340 New Haven in conjunction with a museum in New Britain, CT


1991 Michael Harrison, who in 1990 founded Talkers magazine, the bible of talk
radio today, hosts talk shows on WTIC 1080 Hartford, helping WTIC transform
from music station to a talk-news station

1992 FM radio comes to Litchfield County, with WZBG 97.3 signing on in Litchfield, and WKZE-FM 98.1 and WQQQ 103.3 Sharon-Salsbury signing on in 1993 

1992 Barney is introduced to PBS after being discovered by CPTV programming VP
Larry Rifkin on a video rented from the Prospect CT Video Store on Super Bowl
Sunday 1991. He sees the love his 4 year old daughter has for Barney, and
brings Barney to television, on PBS

April 1992 WQQW 1590 Waterbury quits broadcasting permanently. WQQW,
originally owned by Waterbury Republican American, previously was known as
W1XBY, WBRY, and WTBY. During the late 1960s it was owned by Lowell Paxson,
with WTBY call letters. Later in his career, Paxson would found the Home
Shopping Network in Florida

1992 ESPN radio network is launched, in Bristol


1993 Alexis Christoforous begins her career as a news anchor and reporter at WZBG 97.3 Litchfield, and later goes on to anchoring Bloomberg News on WNYC-TV channel 31 New York City, and then joins CBS. Becomes a  reporter with CBS Marketwatch and is seen on the CBS television network and local CBS stations. 

1993 WVIT channel 30 begins nightly 10 p.m. newscast telecast on another
channel rather than its own. The WVIT newscast is telecast on WTXX channel 20,
one of first such arrangements in the nation

1993 WCNX 1150 Middletown (now WMRD) begins all-traffic format in December,
just before beginning of what will turn out to be the snowiest winter in
Hartford since weather records have been kept

1993 CBA executive director Paul K. Taff works with FCC and Connecticut  TV stations to prevent an attempt by Cablevision to remove them from its menu of stations in
lower Fairfield County, including WFSB 3, WTNH 8, WTXX 20, WVIT 30, and
WTIC-TV 61. WTNH would remain in the immediate Bridgeport area, under the
proposal. FCC creates special class ofmust-carry rules, so each of these stations must be carried by Fairfield County cable TV systems, even though Fairfield County is part of the New York designated market area, not Hartford-New Haven DMA. 

1994 Play-by-play telecasting of University Of Connecticut women's basketball
is introduced on CPTV and UConn Women's Basketball becomes the highest rated
program in public television history nationally

1995 WTVU channel 59 New Haven begins telecasting after holding an FCC
construction permit for 42 years. The original CP was granted in 1953. The
station begins with a Lease Marketing Agreement with WTNH channel 8. The
initial broadcasts include daily wall to wall coverage of the O.J. Simpson
trial, relayed by satellite from KTLA channel 5 Los Angeles   

1995 Connecticut Foundation for Open Government - affiliated with
Connecticut Commission on Freedom Of Information, presents award to Walter Cronkite,
noting his work on FOI during his career, at ceremony in Greenwich. Walter
had enjoyed boating in the Stamford-Greenwich area during his career. Subsequently the Walter Cronkite Award has been presented to AP president Lou Boccardi, Jim Lehrer of PBS, and Seymour Sersch of the New Yorker who broke the My Lai killings story during Vietnam. Walter Cronkite, who had maintained his yacht at the Indian River Yacht Club on Steamboat Road in Greenwich, passed away in 2009 


1996 Alam Colmes, alumnus of WNHC-AM 1340 New Haven, starts Hannity and
Colmes show on Fox News Channel
1996 Connecticut's U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman takes a strong stand on sexually oriented and violent TV and radio programming speaks at the CBA convention in October 1996 on  this issue

1996 Telecommunications Act of 1996 is passed, allowing one company to own as
many as 8 stations in large markets, and a wave of consolidation of ownership
begins. These clusters are formed in Connecticut by the early and mid 2000s:


Clear Channel Communications (San Antonio TX) owns WWYZ 92.5, WKSS 95.7, WPKX
97.9, WKCI 101.3, WPHH 104.1, WHCN 105.9, and on AM, WAVZ 1300 and WELI 960
New Haven and WPOP 1410 Hartford  
Cumulus (of Atlanta GA) owns WEBE 107.9 Westport,  WICC 600 Bridgeport, WRKI
95.1 Brookfield and WINE 940 Brookfield
Infinity (New York) owns WTIC 1080, WTIC-FM 96.5, WZMX 93.7 and WRCH 100.5
Cox (of Atlanta GA) owns WPLR 99.1 New Haven, WEZN 99.9 Bridgeport, WEFX 95.9
and WNLK 1350 Norwalk, and WKHL 96.7 and WSTC 1400 Stamford
Hall (of Norwich CT) owns WCTY 97.7 Norwich, WNLC 98.7 East Lyme/New London,
WKNL 100.9 New London, WICH 1310 Norwich, and WILI 1400 and WILI-FM 98.3
Willimantic
Citadel (of Las Vegas NV) owns WSUB 980 Groton, WXLM 102.3 Mystic, WQGN 105.5
Groton and WMOS 104.7 Montauk, Long Island which is marketed in New London 

1996/1997/1998 WDRC 1360 and owner Buckley Broadcasting acquire 3 AM stations
and set up statewide network of AM stations: WDRC 1360, WSNG 610 Torrington,
WWCO 1240 Waterbury and WMMW 1470 Meriden.  This provided a wider coverage area and wider audience for one of the best known morning drive talk host - Brad Davis, familiar to the 1960s generation as host of the TV bandstand show on Channel 3 “The Brad Davis Show.” 


1996 WADS 690 Ansonia becomes Radio Amor, first all Spanish religious station
in Connecticut


1996 WTNH channel 8 meteorologist Doctor Mel Goldstein reveals he has multiple
myeloma, a rare form of cancer, and rather than hide it, is fully open so that
he may help others with this rare form of cancer, and other forms. He gives a
personal example to viewers and also helps establish a research center at Yale
University

1997 WHCT channel 18 Hartford, dark since 1991, resumes telecasting and
becomes Connecticut's first full power all Spanish TV channel, WUVN

1997 WVIT channel 30 is transferred to NBC, making it an NBC owned and
operated station again; channel 30 had been an NBC O&O back in the 1950s: 1956
through 1959

1997 WMMM 1260 Westport is transferred to Sacred Heart University and becomes
first NPR talk AM station in Connecticut. In 2000 the call letters are changed
to WSHU-AM.

1997 WFSB channel 3 is transferred by Post Newsweek to Meredith Broadcasting
in a swap; in return Post Newsweek gets channel 6 Orlando FL; Post Newsweek
already owns major VHF stations in Florida,  in Jacksonville and in Miami

1997 WPOP 1410  becomes ESPN affiliate fulltime, and becomes Connecticut's
first all sports radio station

1997 Quinnipiac University launches WQUN 1220 Hamden, Connecticut's first
university owned commercial AM community radio station; the idea is conceived
by veteran New York anchor Lou Adler, associate professor at the
university. WQUN serves as a lab for students and a service to the community 

1997 WTIC 1080's veteran news director Walt Dibble, who was the dean of
Connecticut radio newsmen, dies.  Associated Press establishes a special annual
news award with his name, honoring him. Walt is also the only broadcast
journalists on the list of the Connecticut Society of Professional Journalists
Hall Of Fame; earlier in his career he was at WDRC Hartford, WAVZ New Haven
and WICC and WICC-TV Bridgeport 

June 1997 The 8-tower array of WNLC-AM 1510 New London is struck by lightning and a fire damages the operation. WNLC is silenced and surrenders its license to the FCC in 1998. The 8-tower array had more towers than any other station in Connecticut to achieve its highly directional array, which in the day was aimed north-northwest toward Hartford, and at night was aimed southeast, giving it a signal every evening in Bermuda. 

1997 WTIC-TV channel 61 Hartford is sold to Tribune Co. 

1998 WTIC-TV enters into LMA with WTXX channel 20 

1998 WTNH channel 8 begins High Definition telecasting on WTNH-HD channel 10.
It is the first in Connecticut. By the mid 2000s most full power Connecticut
TV stations are broadcasting HDTV as well as analog, and all stations have
their HDTV channel assignments

1998 WNLC-AM 1510 New London's 8 tower directional tower array is struck by
lightning, and will never return, because repair expense would exceed
$400,000 WNLC operated with 10,000 watts making it the second mot powerful AM station in Connecticut in terms of wattage. It had gone to this power in the early
1960s. Its array was on Foster Road, near the Lamplighter Motel, visible from
the Connecticut Turnpike in Waterford. With a poor night signal in almost
every direction, WNLC-AM dominated 1510 during hours of darkness in Bermuda,
775 miles to the south/southeast in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Circa 1999 Internet radio station, Ultra Radio, begins in New Haven, playing modern rock

1999 CT-N begins, a C-Span for Connecticut carrying sessions of the Connecticut state legislature, other agencies, and certain public interest events. Its 10th anniversary is marked at the Old State House in Hartford in March 2009, in conjunction with the Connecticut Foundation for Open Government. 


1999 Keith Kountz becomes first black person to become primary anchor of
evening news on a TV station in Connecticut: WTNH channel 8

1999 CBA presents Lifetime Achievement Award to Bob Steele of WTIC Hartford. Bob Steele joined WTIC in 1939 and became an institution in Connecticut broadcasting. He had a subtle sense of humor. He anchored the sign-on of WTIC-TV channel 3 in September 1957, and when something goes wrong with the film showing the erection of the tower, he says, "Well, channel 3 had to get off on some sort of foot. Unfortunately it had to be the wrong one." 

He was longtime host of the morning show in the 1950s, 60s, 70s and 80s, and filled the morning show with information, sports, weather and educational segments such as the "word of the day." A study of Arbitron numbers showed that in the mid 1970s, Bob Steele had more actual numbers of listeners than Don Imus on WNBC 660 NYC, who had become a legend there. Bob Steele had more actual listeners on WTIC Hartford than any station in Los Angeles, with hourly shares of as high as 44 in the Hartford book

1999 WEBE 107.9 Westport and WICC 600 Bridgeport are sold to Aurora
Communications for an incredible $66 million (again this is for a single AM-FM
combination in suburban Connecticut). In 2002 Aurora sold the stations to
national group owner Cumulus, the current owner

1990s and 2000s   Connecticut Public Radio stations form network on Long Island.

Five non-commercial FM stations place repeaters in Suffolk County, Long Island:


Connecticut Public Radio WPKT 90.5 Meriden/WNPR 89.1 Norwich has 10,000 watt
WRLM 91.3 Southampton


Bridgeport's Pacifica affiliate WPKN 89.5 has 1,700 watt WPKM 88.7 Montauk

Monroe's WMNR 88.1 Fine Arts Radio has 4 LI translators: W233AI Sag Harbor,
W262AS 100.3 Bridgehampton, W264AJ 100.7 Southampton, and W289AX 105.7 East
Hampton, plus 1 in Westchdester County: W205BM 88.9 Mount Kisco 


Fairfield's WSHU-FM 91.1 NPR news and classical music has 3 FM translators:
W217A 91.3 Huntington Station, W219BA 91.7 Ridge and W277AB 103.3 Noyack
Westport's WSHU-AM 1260 NPR news and talk has 12,000 watt WSUF 89.9 Noyack and
W289AD 105.7 Selden 

July   2000: Broadcaster Laurel Vlock dies when she is killed in an automobile accident on Route 34 in West Haven CT. Laurel Vlock founded the first TV broadcasting company controlled by women, licensee of WHAI channel 43 Bridgeport. She also created the Holocaust Archives to encourage victims who were in the Nazi camps to tell their stories on TV, because - as difficult as it was for many of the victims - she felt the stories must be told and preserved for history. She had several specials on PBS and the New York Times said her archives provided substantial information for the movie Schindler's List.  

2000 Tribune Co. purchases Times Mirror Co., bringing cross ownership between WTIC-TV 61 and the Hartford Courant and weekly alternative Hartford Advocate 

2000 WDZK 1550 Hartford is transferred to Disney Radio and becomes first children’s format radio station in Connecticut

2001 WTXX channel 20 and WCTX channel 59 swap networks: channel 20 becomes the
WB affiliate for Connecticut and channel 59 becomes the UPN affiliate. On
channel 59, a new 10 p.m. newscast with the WTNH News channel 8 news department
is created 

2002 Amber alert system begins operation, coordinated by Connecticut
Broadcasters Association, in which all radio and TV stations in Connecticut
can broadcast special emergency announcements in the event of an abduction of
a child, and that child's life being in danger

2002 Bob Steele dies. He had joined WTIC radio in 1936 and became the dominant
morning host in Connecticut. In the 1970s Bob Steele had more listeners than
any station in Los Angeles. In recent years he continued to broadcast on WTIC
1080, on the first Saturday morning of every month

2002 Cox Radio COO Dick Ferguson, headquartered at WEZN 99.9 Bridgeport, receives the National Radio Award at the Radio Show in Seattle. He refused to accept the award for himself, instead dedicating it to his entire staff.

2003 WGCH 1490 Greenwich is sold and becomes the flagship station for the
Business Talk Radio Network

2003 Following its purchase of WGCH-AM 1490 Greenwich, the Business Talk Radio Network and Lifestyle Talk Radio Network, who later would become owners of radio stations in Las Vegas, Pittsburgh and Boston, moves its national network studios and corporate offices to Greenwich.  They relocate to 401 Shippan Avenue in Stamford in 2006. 

2003 Veteran CBS correspondent Richard C. Hottelet, one of Murrow's boys who
covered the Nazis and World War II, now living in Wilton in his 90s,
addresses New York Press Club, warning of broadcasting and news media being cowed by those in power in government
2003 Rob Sunde, news editor at New York's WWOR-TV channel 9 and former news director of WCBS 880 New York City, dies. Rob Sunde, from Norwalk, was a news reporter at anchor at WNL:K 1350 Norwalk, WNAB 1450 Bridgeport and WAVZ 1300 New Haven before going to New York. He nearly bought a radio station with his friend Charles Osgood in the Virgin Islands, but a hurricane struck, devastating the islands, and the plan ended. On WCBS he also hosted the popular feature The Wine Cellar.  

2003 WFSB channel 3 Hartford acquires Low Power TV channel 67 Springfield MA
which becomes WSHM-LP, and this station, carried on western Massachusetts
cable systems, carries local advertising, and starting in September 2005 started
carrying local newscasts for western Massachusetts

2004 Tragedy strikes NBC sports president and WZBG 97.3 Litchfield part-owner Dick Ebersol, who is critically injured and whose teenaged son is killed in a plane crash in Colorado

2004 Fred Friendly Chair is created for Professor Lou Adler at Quinnipiac University. Professor Adler also crated the annual Fred Friendly Awards presented to major journalists each year at a ceremony in Manhattan. Fred Friendly was previously CBS News president and was assistant to Edward R. Murrow. Professor Adler was for many years morning news anchor and news director at WCBS all news 880, and later WOR 710, both In New York. It was also Professor Adler's  idea for the university to purchase a commercial radio station to serve the community and serve as a lab for students, WQUN AM 1220 Hamden.  

2004 WAVZ 1300 New Haven starts broadcasting liberal talk radio, with the Air
America radio network. It is the first liberal talk station in Connecticut

2005 WILI AM-FM Willimantic is sold by the Rice family to Hall Broadcasting, which is headquartered at WICH - WCTY Norwich CT. Radio and Records says sales price is $1.8 million.


2005 WSUB 980 Groton goes all-Spanish, becoming first all Spanish station in
the New London market

2005 WINE 940 joins ESPN becoming first all sports station in Fairfield
County

2005 WTMI 1290 Hartford, all classical, becomes first HD AM radio station in
Connecticut, on FM in 2005, these stations are broadcasting in HD: WWYZ 92.5,
WKSS 95.7, WPKX 97.9, WPLR 99.1, WEZN 99.9, WKCI 101.3, WPHH 104.1, WQGN
105.5, WHCN 105.9 and WCCC 106.9  

2005 Michael Rice (formerly head of WILI-AM-FM) elected president of CBA 


2005 WFSB channel 3 announces plans to leave Constitution Plaza in downtown
Hartford and build a new complex in Rocky Hill 

2005 CBA celebrates 50 years of service

2005 Paul Taff, president emeritus of CBA, and of Conn. Public Broadcasting, Inc.,  receives CBA Lifetime Achievement Award. He served for 25 years as head of CPTV, launched Connecticut Public Radio on WPKT 90.5 Hartford-Meriden and WNPR 89.1 Norwich. Early in his career, in the 1950s he managed WMVS channel 10 Milwaukee, overseeing its launching, and in the 1960s, as head of children's programming at national Educational Television (predecessor of PBS) he was key in bringing Mister Rogers Neighborhood to national public television. 


2005 Veteran New Haven radio personality Ron Rohmer of WELI 960 and WAVZ
1300 passes away.
2005 Carl Grande passes away. Carl was a top sports caster at WNHC-TV channel 8 New Haven. and was part owner and manager of WNHC-AM 1340 New Haven and WERI 1230 AM/103.7 Westerly, Rhode Island for a time in the 1970s. He mentored Alan Colmes at the two stations. Alan would later become a top TV talk host on the Fox News Channel, as the channel's resident liberal. Carl was 68.

2005 Sportscaster Dick Galliette dies. For 18 years he had been sports director at WTNH channel 8, from 1964 (*when it was WNHC-TV) to 1982. He also was the radio voice of Yale University football, heard for decades on WELI 960 New Haven and for a time in the 1960s -on WICC-AM 600 and WJZZ-FM (now WEZN) 99.9 Bridgeport. 

2006 Glenn Beck, formerly of WELI 960 and WKCI 101.3 New Haven, begins show
on CNN, later moving to Fox News Channel.

2006 Gay oriented Pride format, with music, begins on HD channel of WKSS 95.7
Hartford-Meriden.
October 2006 Beth Bradley, morning news anchor at WDRC-FM 102.9 Hartford, is stricken by rare type of heart attack, and is featured in 2007 on a national PBS special, focusing on her ordeal. 
2006 Christopher Glenn passes away. In the 1960s Christopher Glenn was a top newscaster at sister stations WICC 600 and WJZZ 99.9 Bridgeport. Later he joined CBS, where he specialized in news for young people, anchoring In The News, 60 second reports on news aimed at children, and 30 Minutes, which was a young-person version of 60 Minutes. He continued at CBS until this decade.  

2007 John LaBarca, just let go by WICC 600 Bridgeport, joins WSTC 1400
Stamford and WNLK 1350 Norwalk. His Italian House Party was a Sunday fixture at WICC, with WICC achieving higher ratings in the New Haven Arbitron than any New Haven station. Now the House Party is also heard on the Stamford-Norwalk operation. Before joining WICC as morning host, he was at WMMM 1260 Westport, and before that with WLIX 540 Islip, Long Island.

2007 Jerry Kristafer leaves WELI 960 New Haven and rejoins WDRC-FM 102.9
Hartford, as morning man

April 2007 Transmitting tower off I-95 in West Haven of WYBC-AM 1340 is blown down in major northeaster ocean storm. Station uses a long wire for more than 2 years to transmit its signal, pending erection of its new tower in 2009. 


2008 Bud Finch is presented with the CBA Lifetime Achievement Award. Bud Finch, born on Dixwell Avenue in  New Haven, was at WELI for nearly 60s years and became and institution in New Haven radio. He hosted the morning show for decades. Early at WELI, he received a public service announcement, became suspicious of its wording, contacted authorities, and the FBI it was a secret code for the Nazis in blowing up a wartime defense plant in New Haven. In 1956 he created and launched Beautiful Music Radio, which aired at night and featured instrumental versions of popular songs. The format became a giant hit nationwide in the ensuing decades. In 1975, there were 7 high power FM stations in Los Angeles with this format, for example. Today Bud Finch hosts Once Upon A Bandstand with Franz Douskey on WQUN-AM 1220 Saturdays and Sundays at 11 a.m. 

2008 Dr. Bill Baker of Greenwich CT, president of WNET channel 13, PBS flagship in New York City, and member of board of Connecticut Public Broadcasting, is named a Giant Of Broadcasting by the American Library of Broadcasting 
2008 National TV shows are videotaped in Stamford and Waterford studios
2008 Kristin Andrews Okesson becomes general manager of WRKI 95.1 Brookfield and the Cumulus cluster of stations in the Danbury area, and Westchester and Putnam counties. She started as a high school intern in the 1990s at the newly launched WZBG 97.3, commuting from Woodbury every morning. She later joined WKCI 101.3 and then WEBE 107.9 where she became local sales manager and then sales manager.



2008 Sale of Broadcast House, Hartford.  Broadcast  House was the new modern radio TV facility for WTIC AM 1080, FM 96.5 and TV channel 3, opened in Hartford in early 1960s, is sold for just $750,000. WFSB has built new multimillion dollar studios in Rocky Hill. 

WTIC, which departed Broadcast House in mid 1970s for Gold Building in downtown
Hartford, is now at the CBS Infinity radio complex in Farmington.

2008 Dr. Bill Baker of Greenwich CT, president of WNET channel 13, PBS flagship in New York City, and member of board of Connecticut Public Broadcasting, is named a Giant Of Broadcasting by the American Library of Broadcasting 


April 2008 Tom O'Brien, general manager of WVIT channel 30 from 1997 to 2001, joins WNBC channel 4 New York City as president and general manager 


October 2008 Meteorologist Curtis Grenevitz, becomes weekend weatherman at WFSB channel 3, anchoring and reporting both morning and evening and late night weathercasts on the station. He came from KTVH channel 12, NBC in Montana's capital city of Helena, where he had also served as news director.      

August 2009 Bill Beamish, top dj at WAVZ 1300 and WNHC 1340 New Haven, and WATR 1320 Waterbury, passes away.


2009 WURH is sold by Clear Channel Communications to Red Wolf Broadcasting,
for $7.1 million, resuming its old call letters WMRQ, and moving to studios
in Glastonbury, though still licensed to Hartford-Waterbury. Price is one of the
highest in the nation, for the first half of the year,  for a single radio
station. In 1998.  A decade earlier, WEBE 107.9 Westport and WICC 600
Bridgeport fetched $66 million.

2009 WMRQ owners purchase FM translator on 97.,5 in Bolton CT that has been
simulcasting WILI-FM 98.3 Willimantic. Sales price for the translator is
$100,000.

2009 Westport native Jon Hitchcock, president of WTNH channel 8 New Haven,
joins Philadelphia CBS owned TV station KYW-TV channel 3 as president and
general manager. Jon is also an alum of Staples High School in Westport which
has its own FM station, WWPT 90.3 

April 2009 Broadcasters Foundation headquartered in Greenwich presents Ward Quaal Award to members of Taishoff Family, founders and for decades owners of Broadcasting
magazine. Broadcasters Foundation board includes Dick Ferguson, founder of
New City radio station group headquartered at WEZN 99.9 Bridgeport, and he later
served as COO of Cox Radio



April 2009 Paul Sidney passes away at 69. Paul Sidney, known along
Connecticut shoreline for 4-and-a-half decades of broadcasting on WLNG 1600
AM and 92.1 Sag Harbor, Long Island, joined WLNG from WLIS 1420 Old Saybrook
where in the early 1960s he would take his mic to I-95, the Connecticut
Turnpike, and urge listeners to "blow their horns." Before joining WLIS, he
had previously been on WBRY 1590 Waterbury, taking the train from his native
Brooklyn to Waterbury every Sunday. He mentored many in the broadcasting
industry, including Gary Girard, formerly of the NAB, and of WPOP 1410
Hartford, and in the late 1990s launched WKCD (now WWRX) 107.7 Mystic. At
the memorial service at WLNG, the old tower from WNLC still stands. When WNLC
abandoned 1490 for higher power on 1510, its original tower was sold and
placed on the ferry to Orient, Long Island, and sent to Sag Harbor, where it
was used for WLNG-AM 1600 when it signed on in 1963 and later WLNG-FM 92.1
when it signed on in 1969. WNLC-FM president Jim Reed was among those who
attended the ceremony/memorial.

June 12, 2009 Analog telecasting ends in Connecticut, with all TV stations
now transmitting in HD

2009 WTIC-TV channel 61 and WTXX channel 20 move into new studios at the co-owned Hartford Courant building on Broad Street in Hartford, and merge news operations


2009 Chris Rohrs steps down from presidency of TV Bureau of Advertising (TVB)
based in Greenwich

Chris Rohrs of TVB, formerly general manager of WFSB channel 3 in the 1990s,
is named a Giant Of Broadcasting,  honored by the American Library of
Broadcasting.

Also being honored were Ken Burns, who created the acclaimed PBS series on World War II, focusing on Waterbury CT as one of 4 main cities, and Charles Osgood of CBS, former general manager of WHCT channel 18 Hartford when it first went pay TV - the first such station in the nation - in the early1960s. 
July 2009 John Kiermaier dies. He was president of  New York public channel 13 WNDT (now WNET) from 1964 to 1970, a difficult period in which he would later say, "channel 13 came very close to the final wire." 
August 2009 Bill Beamish, top dj at WAVZ 1300 and WNHC 1340 New Haven, and WATR 1320 Waterbury, passes away.

2009 TV shows are taped in Connecticut, including Jerry Springer and Maury Povich, originating from the Rich Forum in Stamford, and NBC's Deal Or No Deal, originating from Sonalysts in Waterford

2010 - Veteran Connecticut broadcaster, Jack Lennhoff, dies. Recipient of prestigious NATAS Silver Circle Award, he was a professional commercial radio announcer before becoming a member of the start-up staff of the Connecticut Educational Television Corp (CPTV) and he became the Vice-President - Financial Affairs. 
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